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“A great architect is not made by way
of @ brain nearly so much as he is made
byway of a cultivated, enriched heart”

Frank Lloyd Wright
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Two fast-food outlets in Hong Kong — Buddies Café and iSquare Starbucks
— have revealed new, modern aesthethics, designed to be locally relevant
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-asy come, easy go

In Buddies Café, Danny Chan demonstrates
how to turn an obstacle into inspiration

ong Kongers are no strangers to cha
chaan tengs (‘tea houses'), but in Tung
Chung, Buddies Café is moving the
design goalposts with a new vocabulary
defining the eatery’s space.

Beige Design's Danny Chan took on and
delivered the project within two months, thanks
to a simple brief and a smooth rollout of the
entire endeavour.

A wealth of experience in fast-food restaurant
design helped Chan gain the trust of his client.
Working within a constrained timeframe, however,
became the guiding light to Chan's approach: "I
didn't have the luxury of time to let my thoughts
flow, so what | did was collect whatever ideas the
site had to offer,” he says.

A huge hexagonal column in the middle of the
restaurant posed his first challenge, as it took up
significant space and effectively split the area into
two. Chan, however, took it in his stride. “If you
study chemistry, you'd know the term ‘hexagon’
can refer to chemical bonds. As the name of the
restaurant is ‘Buddies’, | linked these two elements
to form the direction of the design,” he explains.

The hexagon, thus, became the central design
feature of Buddies Café: from mirrors, wooden
honeycomb feature walls, ceiling and floors to the
cash counter and pendant lights covered in
hexagonal wire casing, all are inspired by the
geometric form.

"The client wanted a flexible seating area to
cater for more people, so | created honeycomb-
shaped tables which can be used individually or
in combination to fit smaller or larger groups,”
Chan says.

Even the window in front of the cafeteria-style
kitchen's roast meat area is hexagonal. "It was
originally a rectangular glass window; | changed it
in order to create a sense of cohesiveness,” says
the designer.

Once the physical challenges of the design
were overcome, Chan's next task was to create a
modern, youthful interior without losing the lively,
communal feel of a traditional cha chaan teng.
Colours selected were white, brown and black,
and he created cleverly-concealed storage space
under booths and tables — common practice in
local tea houses.

Chan's one regret was that the budget did not
stretch to accommodate a lighting consultancy. “I
believe the lighting effects, especially those along
the feature walls, could have been better,” he says.

Regardless, Buddies Café stands as testament
to his determination to find inspiration where
others might only see obstacles.

Above A lighting scheme can have significant effects on the overall impression of the interior, the designer believes

Below A hexagonal column was a source of inspiration for Danny Chan in designing Buddies Café Opposite page Honeycomb-
shaped table arrangements, a feature wall and the pendant lights covered in hexagonal wire casing are some of the more playful
elements Chan introduced
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Below An off-white colour scheme creates a youthful ambience for the restaurant Top Hexagons are the core design feature of
the restaurant, used in eJomPnts from the ceiling to the floars, as well as feature walls and the cash counter
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Go toward the light
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Ising a clever lighting strategy in its newest
outlets in the UK. Pizza Express has refreshed
its look with a minimum of fuss
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Commissioned by Pizza Express UK, Mindseye
Lighting has begun a review of the restaurant
chain’s lighting strategy in its outlets, beginning
in Solihull and Gloucester Quays.

With a new zoning strategy within the
restaurants, including fast dining at the
restaurant entrance, a ‘family zone’ overlooking
the Pizzaiola and a ‘couples zone’ in the quieter
areas, the new concept was to create different
pools of light with varying intensity for the
different zones.

All this was achieved using existing light
fittings, but with different reflectors and lenses
— and only using two lamp types.

The remainder of the scheme focused on
accentuating feature areas — the wine and
glass displays and banquette seat lighting —
to create additional atmosphere and interest
in the surroundings.
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FITTINGS USED WERE:

Lucent Prospot — track-mounted

spotlight with various reflectors

High-output linear LED strips —

for shelf lighting and Pizzaiola counter details
Linear fluorescent batten,

warm white lamp — for window treatments
and banquette seating up-lighting
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Mindseye Lighting was commissioned by Pizza Express
to review their lighting strategy and initially enhance the
look and feel of the restaurants






