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V:"“,\ ’”‘} [/hen IKEA made its debut in Hong Kong SAR in the
k'\ / ‘719805, Danny Chan was enamored. Then a teen,
A / y/‘kv’\ /f,':f Chan wandered the labyrinth of “design solutions”

\ ~ on Saturdays, a ritual that proved influential to the
~ U designer's future work within the tightly-knit confines of
Asian interior design.

“After working for five years in the industry in Asia, | left for London
to further my craft. | benefited a lot from those two years in London. |
constantly saw new things and varied architecture. Philippe Starck was
very influential to me,” Chan recalls. “I then went to work for Steve Leung
Designers for six years. That was the period where | really built up my
experience and connections.”
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After eighteen years in interior design, architect Danny Chan reflects
on his inspirations, working in China and his defining travels.
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Chan’s work today with his Beijing-based studio Beige Design
concentrates on residential projects in mainland China and Hong
Kong SAR where living spaces are generally tight and demand flexible,
function-oriented design. To meet this challenge, Chan believes
designers need to understand the living habits of the client — considering
their needs and combining those elements is the mark of a successful
design.

“I don't have a fixed pattern for my projects. Inspiration derives from the
client. Interior designers are not decision makers,” Chan admits. “My
work varies from modern to traditional Chinese-style. | call it a ‘cocktail
style’. My projects in Tuen Mun, Kowloon Tong and Shouson Hill are
definitive examples of this design approach.”

How do projects in Hong Kong SAR and mainland China differ?
Differences in construction technology, materials and quality exist. In Hong
Kong, projects are a notch below in construction method. In terms of budget
for interior design, Hong Kong is superior because property prices are higher
and therefore more attention is paid to quality finishes.

Where would you build your dream house then?

If costs are not to be considered, | would prefer in Switzerland, Singapore
or Canada.

How has your di h since ishing Beige Design?
Now | take care of management, publicity and internal communication
between team members. Before | only focused on design.

Which of your projects are you most proud of?

While working with Steve Leung Designers, | designed a residence on the
81st floor of Sorrento. | won a prize for it. Interestingly, it was sold to an
airplane pilot. | also enjoyed working on the independent oceanfront house
in Singapore.

How do you remain creative?

| am inspired by my travels, especially locations with natural scenery,

be it water or stone. | just returned from Japan, the US, the UK, South
Korea and Milan for design week. | am constantly learning and seeing new
things.

What advice would you offer to young designers?
Pursue your dreams. Stick to it.
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